COLONEL DAVID D. BARNETT, Generel Staff Corps, Use Se 
Army, Acting l.iliteary Attecre, Embessy of te United ‘tates of . 
americe , Nenking, Cvine, denoses end states es follows: . 


I was assistent Iilitery Attece of tre Embassy of tte 
United ftates of Arerice, Peiping, Cvine, in July 1937. My 
commanding officer, tre hiiitary Lttecre, wes Generel (then 
Colonel) Joseps WV. Stilwell. On tre morning of 9 July 1937, 
Colonel Stilwell dirccteé me to proceed to Wenping’sion, 
generally referred to by cve Chinese es Lukouctino, e srell 
walled city ebout ten miles southvest of Peiping near wich 
is loceted tre bridge commonly known as tre "Merco Polo Bridge." 
Colonel Stilvell directed me to investigete tre report on the 
situation at Wanping, es *e tad been informed trat e clash *ed 
teken plece trere t*e dey before betrreen forces of tte Chinese 
29tr Army and Jenenese troops who ted been conducting maneuvers 
in the vicinity for severel deys. 


I arrived at ‘lenping about 0800, and found tre cast 
gate srut and barriceded. Some small houses near tc gete *ad 
been demolis*ed, apparently by mortar fire from positions out- 
side the town. One or two sentrics were visible on tre city 
well, but tere were no Chinese soldiers or civiliens to be 
seen otside tre city. A sentry postcd on t*e well above tre 
gate stouted to me treat I could not enter tre city. 


I teen vrelked around the nort*east corner of t*c city 
wall to te Peking-Yankow reilway et a point approximately due 
nort of tre city. Tere I found e bettelion of Japenese 
infantry essembled along the nort’ side of tre reilwey. A few 
sentrics were posted along tre top of tt reilway embenknent 
observing te city of Venping to tre south. I observed one or 
two dead Jepenesc soldicrs lying near te railwey enbeniment. 


From tre Jepenese position bevind to reilvey enbenkment 
I then proceeded past t*e nort™yest corner of t*¢ city wall. 
and into Wanping trrougr the west gate weich was s>ut, but not 
barriceded. Some Chinese scntrics were posted on tre lerco 
Polo Bridgc just west of t-< city end at points near tre ends 
of tre bridge. 


Insidc tc city, I visited te office of t»e “sien 
Megistrete were policc officials sowed me damage epperently 
ceuscd by morter fire fror ovtside t-c wells. T*e police officiel 
informed me tret ttc Ysicnlegistrate wes in Peiping consulting 
wit’ t*c meyor. Tc officiels geve me an account of w*et tad 
seppened since t*c night of July 7-8, Tis eccount was sub- 
stantielly tre seme as t*et conteincd in tre effidevits presented 
by General Chin To-chun end lr. eng Len-ctei, wich I rave 
read. I tren returned to Feiping. 


During t*c time I ves visiting thc city end adjecent 
erees, t»cre vere only a fc scetterca s'ots cxe-enged between 
C-inese sentries on te wall end Jepencse troops be™-ind t*e 
reilwiy ermbenkncnt. 


On my rcturn to Peiping, I reportcd to Colonel Stilwell 
what I *ed observed substentielly es noted above, and steted 
tret es fer es I could determine t*c cles “ed been On @ very 
smell scale end wes not ncerly so scrious as many other clastcs 
wric’ ted occurred sinee Scptciber 18, 1931. I furt*er stetcd 
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trat I believed t*c incident could eesily be settles if the © 
Japanese rcelly so desired, es 1 ad observed ebsolutely no 
signs of eny aggressive attitude én tre part of t*e Chinese. 


On et leest five aifferentyoccesions betwoen 9 July and 
25 July, I visited ‘lenping, end on et lcest two of t*ese 
oecesions I eccompeni.d tc bilitery Attec*c, Colonel Stilvell. 
During trese visits, fi observed cvidences of fig*ting on ® 
sr.e1l scele neer Wenping betvecn Crinesc and Jepencsc forces, 
but at no time did I ectually sce eny suck figtting eltroug* 
occesionelly I *ccrd © fcw s*ots fircd. It wes ry firm convice 
tion during t*is period treat trc incident could “eve been 
scttled et eny tire tec Japenese so desired. In meny discus- 
sions of tc situetion betwcen Coloncl Stilwell end myself, 

we egrecd thet we coulc see no indicetions wretsoever tet 

tre Chinese would refuse e scttlement of tc incident, even if 
4t involved furt*cr cxtcnsion of Jepencse militery eutrority 

in Nort* Crine. 


On or ebout 12 Jvly, Coloncl Stilwell end I were informed 
thet e settlement of tc incident ed becn or wes just ebout 
to be effcetcd end Jepencsc forecs were to be withdrewn from 
neer Wenping. We visitcd ‘ienping on te morning of 14 July, end 
observed Jepencse forecs esscrbling on the roed at & point about 
a mile east of t*< city. Y%orc of t*esc troops were actvelly 
moving cest on t*c rored toverd Poipinge Wo visited Venping end 
found ell cutiet t*ere. On our wey beck to Peiping, “owever, we 
observed thet te withdrewal of Jepenese forces toward t*e city 
had eppercntly been *alted end we saw sone troops moving west 
egein. Ye wore et & loss to cexplein t*is apperently sudden 
devclopment as we bed scen or beard noting in or near Lukouctiao 
weich would indicate eny eggerevation of the situetion wich ed 
preveiled since the night of 7-8 July. 


On the morning of 28 July, I observed Jenenese plencs 
attacking an area to t*e sout> or tre city of Peiping. I esti- 
mated tris erca to be the Nenyuen Airficld, about tcn miles south 
of tc city. Leter in tre dey, I observed Chinese infentry 
streggling in to tc city slong t*e street v*ich runs to one of 
tre gates lceding to tre Nenyven hirficld. Trcse troops did 
not eppear to have been cngeged in ¢ mbet, but somct*ing had 
evidently occurred wich *ed disrupt t+eir normel nilitery 
organizetion. 


On or ebout 31 July, Coloncl Stilvell end I went outside 
the getc of the city throug’ wic> tro road runs to Nenyuan 
Airficla. About ¢ mile south of tc fete, We found *undreds of 
deed bodics of mcn end *orscs anda cuentitics of metericl lying 
on tec roed, indiceting tet e Crhincsce unit bed been attacked 
wile in close column. Nvmcrous vounded, still elive, were in 
t-c ditetes on bot sidcs of t*c roed end in tre ncerby ficlds. 
Pundreds of cornscs, rotting in t*e swmrcr heat, were still 
jemmecd in tec trucks in wic* Crincse troops *ed becn riding 
wren tc Jcpenesc eatteekcd. It was cvidcnt treat tre Crincse 
unit “ed been teken by surprise and bed *ad no timc to deploy. 
Identificetion bedgcs on dced bodics indicated tert t*c vnit 
ves t*c Specicl Brigad« of tc 37%* Division, 2oth aIrye 


As tc Jepencse ettack on Pciping on 28 July ceme from 
tke sout’ end tvis Chincsc unit wes moving nort> wrcn ettecked, 
IT belicve t*e Chincse troops “ed no eggressive intcntions wrete- 
socver end were sccking ucrcely to wit*drew vitrin tre getcs of 
Pciping.e 


I was stationcd in Ticntsin, C-ine, wit tc 15t* U.S. 
Infentry, fror Octobcr 1931 to Octobcr 1934 during w-ict period 
I was essigned es Assistant Intclligcnec Officer end Intclligence 
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es Assistant iilitery Attecte of the Embassy of t*e United States 
of dmorice in Pciping, end ‘eve sgrved in Chine ever since. Tre 
neturc of my dutics during t+c three ycers I wes stetioncd in 
Ticntsin, end during t*c yeer I served in Pciping prior to tre 
Jepenese ettack on Wenping, «ffomcd me en unusually fine 
opportunity to observe t*« conduct\of Jepenesc troops in China 
during t*is pcriod. \ 


I consider t*rt t*c corduct of t*c Japanese troops towerds 
tc C'inese during the period referred to wes arrogent end 
offcnsive, end tet t*cir sections in meny instances constitutcd 
en insult to and direct violetion of t*c sovercign rig*ts of 
tre Chinese netion, 


During e neriod of at leest seven deys, cit*cr lete in 
Octobcr or cerly in Novembcr of 1931, cles*cs occurred in 
Ticntsin betvccn Chinese police and Jepencsc forecs strtioncd 
in tre city. Tre Jepancse clleged tret tc clestcs were provoked 
by t*c ections of Chinese police stetioncd in en erce edjaccnt 
to the Jepencse conecssion in Ticntsin. I pcrsonelly observed 
tke measurcs tekcn by t*c Jepencse as e result of t*c incidcnt 
end, in my opinion, t*ey wore far more severe end on a much 
lerger scele tran tre irportence of te incident justificd. At 
one time during t*c period of tcnsion resulting from t*c incident. 
Jepencse military forecs were devloyed in a position from which 
thcy could heve atteckcd tc lerge end importent eree of Ticnt- 
Sin knorm es t*< C*inese City. Tc Jenancse officer in command 
of te forec dcploycd informed me at 1600 one eftcrnoon treat 
Jepencse forecs wovle begin en atteck on tc erca in question 
at 1830. Tc atteck never took plecc. ‘shy, I do not Fnow, 


During t*e first fcow dcys of Jenvery 1932, Jepencsc forces 
atteckod end occupicd t*c city of * *enheikuan. thc Japenese 
alleged thoy bed ettackcd beecuse of eggrcessive actions on tre 
part of Crincse forecs stetioncd in S*enteaikuen et tre time. I 
visited S*enksikucn tvo or t*rcc deys efter tc Jepencsc occupicd 
t*c city end rede ¢ carcful investigetion of tre situetion. I 
was uneble to find eny dcfinitc proof t*et Chincsc forccs *ead 
provoked t*« incident. cre egein te meesurcs tekcn by te 
Jépencse epncered to ne out of el) proportion to te importence 
of tte incident itsclf, rcgardlcss of t*e cruscs t*ercof. 


In my opinion, t*c ection of tc Jepencse in conducting 
night mencuvers ncer t'enning during t*c first weck of July 1937 
wes dclibcratcly provocative. Tc Jeprnesc could not but *ave 
been evare of tre streincd rcletions tnen existing between Jepen 
end Cine, end of tc c*ences for risundcrstending end friction 
wich might crise during suc’ mancuvers, Tre fect tet move- 
ncents of lsrge Jepencse forces from Menehvrie to arces sout* 
of t*« Great Vell began witrin e period of twenty-four ‘ours 
efter tec Jenpencse atteck at Nenving incvitebly svgecsts treat 
t*e Venping incident ves t*c carcfully propercd cxeusce for tre 
sccond stege of Jepan's undcelared war on Chine, tre first 
tout. *eving been begun et lukden on tec nigkt 17-18 Scptcmber 

w . 


Subseribed rnd svorn to hcfore 
mc teis ____s dey of Junc, 1946. 
/s/_ Devid D, Borrctt _ 
COLON:L DAVID. D. BARRETT 
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